2003 Winners and Finalists 

104 children, 1 adult honored (excluding Ed Ricketts Prizes)

International Grand Prize


"Hope" (artwork)


Anotoaneta Mitkova Demireva, age 15


Cot Color & Co.


Sofia, Bulgaria


Teacher: Tsonka Voyvodova


Poetry—Grand Prize 

Category I

"Wishing Dust"

Tyler Mitchell, Age 8

Desert Winds Elementary

Tucson, Arizona

Teacher: Zane Wood

Category II


"On the Shores of Goose Lake"


Madeline Wong, age 11


Lakeside Middle School


Seattle, Washington


Teacher: Alicia Hokansen
Category III


"Return"


Celia La Luz, age 15


Lowell High School


San Francisco, California


Teachers: Tim Lamarre/Susan Terence (California Poets in the Schools)

Category IV


"Festival Day"


Leeron Silva, age 17


Hope High School


Providence, Rhode Island


Teacher: Rachel Moran

Monkey's Raincoat Haiku Prize

"The Fence"

Nora Bradford, age 13, 

Center for Teaching and Learning

Edgecomb, Maine

Teacher: Nancie Atwell

Poetry Finalists (45)

Amelia Archer, age 7, Berkeley, California

Jenna Archer, age 10, Berkeley, California (2002 finalist)

Chelsea Bagwell, age 13, Lafayette, Louisiana

Fairfax Banks, age 14, Lafayette, Louisiana

Rosa Baum, Age 9, Watsonville, California (2002 art finalist)

Amelia Bernstein, Age 10, Fremont, California

Rachel Blumethal, age 18, Atlanta, Georgia

Margit Bowler, age 13, Clatsop, Oregon (2000 finalist)

Johanna Chotiwat, age17, Chamblee, Georgia

Peter Davies, age 8, Parker, Colorado

Monica Davis, age 12, Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Danielle Durousseau, age 16, Baton Rouge, Lousiana

Sean Fleming, age 13, Carmel, California

Michelle Diaz Garza, age 9, Watsonville, California

Kara Guarisco, age 13, Lafayette, Louisiana

Shannon Hall, age 13, Washington, DC

Samantha Hill, age 8, Marana, Arizona

Rokendy Johnson, age 7, Aztec, New Mexico

Annie Johnston, age 14, Gilbert, Arizona

Scott Laffler, age 10, Alpharetta, Georgia (2002 Grand Prize winner)

Helena Leech, age 7, Harthill, Sheffield, England

Kevin Maher, age 15, Lafayette, Louisiana (2002 Grand Prize winner, 2001 art finalist)

Cinthia Martinez, age 10, Oakland, California

Claire McNear, age 13, Kentfield, California

Rachael Miller, age 13, Edgecomb, Maine

Molly Moss, age 12, Littleton, Colorado

Diana Ortiz, age 11, Tucson, Arizona

Camila Perez, age 12, Watsonville, California (2001 finalist)

Alexandra Petri, age 14, Washington, DC (2001 Anacostia Prize winner)

Zena Sallam, age 18, Cairo, Egypt

Shallin Ris, age 14, Mill Valley, California

Nili Segal, age 10, Watsonville, California

Jeffrey Shane, age 12, Kentfield, California

Wayland Singh, age 10, San Francisco, California

Elsinore Smidth, age 13, Mill Valley, California (2001 Grand Prize winner)


Harrison Smith, age 7, Clarkston, Michigan

Troy Smith, age 11, Watsonville, California

Matthew Sparks, age 17, Gunnison, Colorado

Eric Stagner, age 7, Tucson, Arizona

Karolinka Tekiela, age 13, Kentfield, California

Jamie Trog, age 10, Vicksburg, Mississippi

Flannery M. Weil, age 13, Kentfield, California

Kristin Wilcox, age 14, Kirkland, Washington

Dillon York, age 12, Woodside, California

Art Grand—Prize

Category I


"Conversation"


Ryan Rees, age 7 (2002 finalist)


Prosser Creek Charter School


Truckee, California


Teacher: Petra Rees

Category II


"Today's Nature, Tomorrow's Fantasy"

Andrea Hsueh, age 10

Individually entered

San Jose, California

Teacher: Mei Lam

Category III


"Potential II"


Miranda Darley, age 13 (2002 finalist)


Greenwood School


Mill Valley, California


Teacher: Devika Brandt

Category IV


"Submerged and Speechless"

Kristen Van Liew, age 17

Druid Hills High School

Atlanta, Georgia

Teacher: Betsy Eppes

Art Finalists (51)

Noor Ali, age 14, Quetta, Pakistan (Afghan national)

Denise Barron, age 12, Los Olivos, California

Sage Marie Billy, age 7, Crownpoint, New Mexico

Catherine Bird, age 17, Atlanta, Georgia

Sisylia Octavia Candra, age 15, Surabaya, East-Java, Indonesia

Marcos Cromack, age 11, Los Olivos, California

Alireza Danesh, age 7, Tehran, Iran

Elham Derakhsheshpour, age 13, Tehran, Iran

Neema Ebrahim-Zadeh, age 10, Marietta, Georgia

Vekuskava Geirgueva Gecheva, age 16, Sofia, Bulgaria

Gil Greenberg, age 10, Duluth, Georgia

Ahmad Zia Hazara, age 14, Quetta, Pakistan (Afghan national)

Hayatullah Haidari, age 14, Quetta, Pakistan (Afghan national)

Sydney Harrison, Age 9, Mill Valley, California

Saadat Ali Hazara, age 19, Quetta, Pakistan (Afghan national)

Jeffrey Herbertson, age 13, Mill Valley, California (2002 poetry finalist)

Talib Hussain, age 13, Quetta, Pakistan (Afghan national)

Omid Jabbari, age 16, Tehran, Iran

Mohammad Jawad, age 12, Quetta, Pakistan (Afghan national)

Kudy Love Jim, age 5, Crownpoint, New Mexico

Cassie Julson, age 12, Punta Gorda, Florida

Claire N. Kelly, age 9, Ross, California

Sara Kraatz, age 7, Chico, California

Elizabeth Lamb, age 18, Atlanta, Georgia

Yann Lee, age 17, Hollister, California

Paige Milligan, age 19, Sunriver, Oregon

Jesse Moore, age 16, Evans, Georgia

Laura Myers, age 18, Atlanta, Georgia

Jahish Nazari, age 16, Quetta, Pakistan (Afghan national)

Angelina Ooi Wei Wei, age 9, Perak, Malaysia

Natalie Osten, age 17, Marietta, Georgia

Fadhil Ahmad Qamar, age 10, Yogyakarta, Indonesia (2002 finalist)

Azatllah Rasa, age 12, Quetta, Pakistan (Afghan national)

Syed Muhammed Raza, age 16, Quetta, Pakistan (Afghan national)

Catherine Rivard, age 13, Arlington, Minnesota

Jessica Sage, age 13, Rotonda West, Florida

Trevor Schuler, age 14, Punta Gorda, Florida

Olivia Schwartz, age 12, Jackson, Wyoming

Stefka Petrova Sirakova, age 17, Sofia, Bulgaria

Rachel Sublett, age 13, Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Bahareh Talakoob, age 15, Tehran, Iran (2002 finalist)

M. Bagir Talassh, age 11, Quetta, Pakistan (Afghan national)

Molly Tracy, age 9, Ross, California

Hannah Vannut, age 6, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Rada Adrianova Voyvodova, age 11, Sofia, Bulgaria

Kristen Warbington, age 18, Evans, Georgia

Humayun Wazajoo, age 15, Quetta, Pakistan (Afghan national)

Aida Zangani, age 14, Tehran, Iran

Ghazale Zarah Zadeh, age 7, Shiraz, Iran

Shasta Bioregion


"The Flame" (poem)

Forrest Ambruster, age 11

Lakeshore Alternative Elementary

San Francisco, California

Teacher: Grace Grafton

Anacostia Watershed


"Pollution" (artwork)


Amika Budisill, age 14


Stuart-Hobson Middle School


Washington, DC


Teachers: Sandra Jenkins/Eugenie Anderson

Entries Received From:

Bulgaria, Egypt, England, France, Ghana, Indonesia, Iran, Malaysia, Pakistan (from Afghan refugees), Romania, Taiwan, West Benin, and of the United States, except Alaska, Arkansas, Delaware, Hawaii, Idaho, Nebraska, North and South Dakota, and Vermont

Countries with Winners or Finalists

Bulgaria (4)

England (1)

Indonesia (2)

Iran (6)

Malaysia (2)

Egypt (1)

Pakistan (11)

United States (74)

States with winners or finalists:

Arizona (5), California (31), Colorado (3), District of Columbia (3), Florida (3), Georgia (12), Louisiana (7), Maine (2), Michigan (1), Minnesota (1), Mississippi (1), New Mexico (3), Oregon (2), Rhode Island (1), Washington (2), Wyoming (1)

