Elementary School Wetlands Lessons

Introduction to Wetlands

http://www.utexas.edu/projects/annenberg/wetlandslessons.html 

Gives ideas for how to introduce the students to wetlands. They will practice using all of their senses for observation.

Wetland Homes

http://www.utexas.edu/projects/annenberg/wetlandhomes.html 

Introduces young students to what animals require for survival (food, water, shelter). Students will also learn the components of the wetland that provide these necessities to different critters. Students will discuss these requirements, determine which critters could live together in the same home, and learn how to build a suitable home for a critter. 

Wetlands—What are they?
http://gregory.stthom.edu:8060/fosseyk/wetlands/define.html 

Students will learn the definition and characteristics of a wetland. Students will research wetlands using the internet and textbooks, and then they will discuss the importance of wetlands to humans and other animals. If able to visit a wetland, students will keep a journal of their observations.  

Water Use

http://gregory.stthom.edu:8060/fosseyk/wetlands/water.htm 

Students will learn about the water cycle and the importance of water to bodily function and everyday activities. Students will research water and its uses on the internet, calculate percentages of Earth’s water in different locations, and use graphs to visualize these percentages. They will then create a heath pamphlet describing the importance of water to the human body. Students will log daily water use. 

Animal Adaptation
http://gregory.stthom.edu:8060/fosseyk/wetlands/animal.html 

Students will research the ways animals adapt to life in a wetland. They will gather information, allowing them to view a wetland from the perspective of an animal that lives there. Students will then write a letter on life in the wetland from the perspective of an animal. They may also interview each other, playing the role of a wetland animal.

Functions of the Wetlands

http://gregory.stthom.edu:8060/fosseyk/wetlands/function.html 

Teaches the importance of wetlands by identifying the functions that they serve. Students will research wetlands to discover some of their characteristics and functions, and then present their findings to the class. Students will compose a letter to someone outside of the class, informing them of the importance of wetlands and what they can to do protect them. Students may create a poster to hang in the school, describing the importance of wetlands.

Pollution and the Wetlands

http://gregory.stthom.edu:8060/fosseyk/wetlands/pollution.html 

 Students will discover the importance of wetlands, as well as problems with pollution of wetlands. After researching wetlands, students will create a model wetland to visualize their role. Students may create a newsletter on wetland pollution and what can be done to prevent it. Students may also write a letter to the EPA, telling them what they have learned and what they will do to help protect the wetlands. 

Where are the Wetlands?

http://www.nwrc.usgs.gov/fringe/where.html 

Students will learn that wetlands are everywhere and how to identify different types of wetlands. Students will practice observational and investigative skills as they explore a wetland. Students may collect, identify, and dry plant samples from a wetland. Using a topographic map, identify locations of wetlands. 

Beneficial Functions of the Wetlands

http://www.nwrc.usgs.gov/fringe/function.html 

Students will learn the functions of wetlands for plants and animals, erosion control, and filtration of pollutants. Students will pretend to be wetland predators and will discover the role of wetlands in the protection of young animals. They will learn about the role of wetland vegetation in preventing erosion by creating a model wetland. A different model can be used to demonstrate the role of wetlands in replenishing aquifers 

Barrier Islands as Part of and Protection for the Wetlands

http://www.nwrc.usgs.gov/fringe/barriers.html 

Students will learn the importance of barrier islands in protecting coastal areas by acting out a coastal situation with and without barrier islands.

Loss of Wetlands: Subsidence

http://www.nwrc.usgs.gov/fringe/subsiden.html
Students will learn the risks to wetlands and will demonstrate the concept of subsidence with a wetland model.

Wetland Loss: Digging of Canals 

http://www.nwrc.usgs.gov/fringe/canals.html 

This exercise illustrates how digging for oil and gas near coastal areas damages wetlands and the dangers resulting from this damage. Students will create a model wetland, and will then simulate canal digging in their wetland in order to understand the effects and how the damage could have been prevented. 

