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This year’s Symposium will provide sessions on Georgia reptiles and amphibians, simple app creation for use in 

outdoor learning, Georgia geology and biogeography, garden math, citizen science, and much more.

2016 Speakers at a Glance:

FOREST SCHOOLS: HOW LEARNING IN THE WILD CAN BENEFIT EVERY STUDENT
Jean Lomino, Director of Wauhatchie School; Former Executive Director of Reflection Riding 
Arboretum and Nature Center
Carl Swafford, Dean of Graduate Studies, Southern Adventist University; Founder, Masters in 
Outdoor Education program
Participants will learn, through videos and a power point presentation, about the philosophy 
and benefits of Forest Kindergartens/Forest Schools, how they operate in other countries, and 
also how the movement is growing in the United States. Participants will leave with a better 
understanding of how outdoor learning can be integrated into their school curriculum, and they 
will also receive a resource guide for establishing Forest Kindergartens/Forest Schools.

REINFORCING LEARNING WITH STUDENT-PRODUCED VIDEOS
Daniel Lee, Digital Learning Specialist, Clayton County Public Schools
This session will show how teachers can guide students in producing videos that reflect learning. Apps and programs 
will be introduced that will facilitate movie production and the management of the final product.

NATURE PLAY - STUDENTS DEFINE THEIR FUTURE PLAY ZONES
Liz Cole, Senior Project Manager, Greenberg Farrow
The collaboration of students, artists, designers, staff, and elected officials is leading to the creation of outdoor 
spaces that incorporate natural play elements. Experience the journey of what happens when students are 
encouraged to express their play zone ideas through drawings that are then transformed into the programming and 
design of natural play facilities.

HEAD TO HAND TO HEART
Drew Lanham, Alumni Distinguished Professor of Wildlife Ecology, Clemson University
Blending evocative writing, photography, and social media messaging for conservation. Participants will use 
“flash” poetry, “flood” prose, and cell phone photography as tools for communicating nature and environmental 
conservation to peers and students. Students should bring mobile phones, thinking heads, and feeling hearts!

AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES OF GEORGIA
John Jensen, Senior Wildlife Biologist, Georgia Department of Natural Resources
Georgia is home to a highly diverse amphibian and reptile fauna, comprised of at least 182 species. This diversity 
will be highlighted and the reasons for it explained. Further, threats and conservation issues specific to amphibians 
and reptiles will be discussed.
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The Council Of Outdoor Learning (COOL) presents “Innovations in Outdoor Learning” at the 2016 Outdoor 
Learning Symposium (OLS).  The conference takes place on Friday, October 14, 2016 at the Southwest Atlanta 
Christian Academy in Atlanta, Georgia. Registration and conference information is available at
www.eealliance.org/outdoor-learning-symposium.  The cost is $35 for members of the Environmental 
Education Alliance of Georgia and $60 for non-members, which includes a one-year membership to EEA.

Who? This conference is designed for private and public school teachers, PTA volunteers, youth organization 
leaders, resource agency educators, nature center instructors, camp counselors, and all interested volunteers 
from across the state.

What? The Outdoor Learning Symposium is an annual fall event that provides opportunities for networking, 
sharing lessons learned, exciting outdoor teaching ideas, and strategies for taking students outside.

When? Friday, October 14, 2016. The Symposium begins at 8:00 am with registration followed by age-
oriented outdoor learning sessions, networking opportunities, and a super lunch provided by local chefs.

Where? The Symposium is being presented at the Southwest Atlanta Christian Academy in Atlanta, Georgia, 
a school with a growing, successful outdoor learning area and program.

Why? This year’s Symposium will provide sessions on Georgia reptiles and amphibians, simple app creation 
for use in outdoor learning, Georgia geology and biogeography, garden math, citizen science, and much more. 
Each session is targeted at a distinct grade level: elementary school, middle school, high school, fourth grade 
and higher, and all ages. Sessions on basic content knowledge are offered along with sessions on innovations, 
techniques, and strategies.

How? Registration and conference information is available at www.eealliance.org. The cost is $35 for EEA 
members and $60 for non-members.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
“I cannot begin to tell you what a wonderful opportunity the Outdoor Learning Symposium is for educators, 
PTA volunteers, Para-Pros, and other interested persons. The networking opportunities are worth $35.00 
alone, but the learning sessions, which are presented by persons with experience in successful outdoor 
learning programs, are invaluable. Return to your school or facility with great ideas and information to 
improve your own Outdoor STEM Learning Areas and programs.”

–Ranger Jerry Hightower, Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area, EEA Advisory Council Chair, and 
Council of Outdoor Learning Chair
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